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NEWSLETTER

ST MONICA'’S PRIMARY SCHOOL

PO BOX 274 -32 FRANCIS STREET, RICHMOND 2753 P: (02) 4570 3700
E: stmonric@parra.catholic.edu.au

WEBSITE: WWW.STMONICASRICHMOND. CATHOLIC.EDU.AU
MR CAMERON LIEVORE

MRS JACQUI VAN DER BURG

FR CLIFFORD D’SOUZA

PRINCIPAL:
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL:
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR:

Week 10 Term 4 17t December 2019

Dear Families,

As this is my last newsletter to you as Principal, | would like to thank the St Monica’s
community for your on-going support of all that we do at the school. | have been proud to be
the Principal of St Monica’s and leave with many happy memories. People have asked me
how | feel about leaving and the most honest answer that | can give is: ‘With a sense of
excitement at what lies ahead, but with a sense of sadness at what | am leaving.’

| want to acknowledge and thank the teachers for everything that they do for the children of our
school. In conversations with teachers, it is clear that the care and well-being of children is at
the forefront of their planning and teaching. We have amazing teachers at St Monica’s and |
have been very proud to say to my Principal colleagues on many occasions that collectively,
they are the hardest working teachers I've come across in the eight schools in which | have
taught.

Similarly, | have been blessed to have worked with two outstanding Assistant Principals.
Firstly, Mrs Clark and for the last three ‘and a bit’ years, Mrs Van Der Burg. Both have been
hardworking, supportive and loyal and | thank them both because we are more than just
colleagues - the three of us have become good friends!

| also wish to acknowledge the office staff - Mrs Bolton, Mrs Bonadio and Mrs Kernahan, and
also Mrs Cummings, Mrs Blessing and Mrs Ottolino who were here when | began. They do an
amazing job of keeping the ‘business end’ of the school functioning! Their job is far more
sophisticated and complex than ever before and they carry out their duties brilliantly.

Thank you to the parents, who through the P&F work tirelessly to support the school in all that
we do. | thank the current President, Mrs Jenny Hopper and also acknowledge Mrs Vicki
Muscat and Mrs Samantha Owen with whom | also worked closely.

My final thanks is to the children of St Monica’s who quite simply, have made it a joy to come
to work each day!

In closing, | take this opportunity to wish all families a safe, peace-filled and enjoyable
Christmas with every best wish for the future.

Cameron Lievore
Principal

eratiow

Few people would be aware that Miss Gray is a volunteer for the NSW Rural Fire
Service (Hawkesbury District) Communications Brigade. Miss Gray has been on-

call a number of times, often at late notice and for extended periods of time.
Volunteers like Miss Gray often go unnoticed as they quietly undertake their duties.
Well done and thank you Miss Gray!
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HAPPY BIRTHDMY

v

Happy Birthday to the children celebrating their

birthday in JANUARY 2020!!

Charles S -5W Nicholas S - 2B
Jordan R - 22B Heath B - 1B
Michael C - KW Chayse M — 5B
Emma M - 5W Lidia H - sW

Cameron F — 4W

Monique S - 1W

Tuesday Yr 6 Graduation Mass 6.00pm
December 17
Wednesday Year 6 Fun Day
December 18 | | AST DAY OF SCHOOL
Tuesday Mathematics Assessment Interview
January 28 Yrs 1-6
Wednesday Mathematics Assessment Interview
January 29 Yrs 1-6
Thursday Years 1-6 Return 8.50am-3.10pm
January 30
Friday Kindy Returns 9.30am-3.10pm
January 31
The Second Hand Uniform Shop will be
open on Wednesday 29% January from
lpm-2pm and on Thursday 30" January
from 8.30am — 9.30am

_ Monday, January 27

Tuesday, January 28

Staff Only:

Lincoln D - 5B Mackenzie R - 1B
Kruze C - 1W Maddison C - KB
Isobel C- KB Jayana A - 6B

Samuel K - 6W Joshua B - 6W
Mia G-P - 6B Ashton H - 6B

Public Holiday

Mathematics Assessment Interviews (MAI's)11am — 3:30pm

Staff Only:

Wednesday, January 29

Mathematics Assessment Interviews (MAI’s)8.30am — 3:30pm

Thursday, January 30

Years 1-6

Friday, January 31

LOST PROPERTY

If anyone is missing this purse please come to the office to collect it.

The lost property bin is overflowing......all items that are not collected by Wednesday 18" December 2019 will be
donated to the second hand uniform shop. Please label all clothing in 2020 to ensure your child’s clothing is returned

to him/her.

Kinder

Years 1-6

8:50am - 3:10pm

9:30am - 3:10pm (NB Week 2, normal school start for
Kindergarten at 8:50am)

8:50am - 3:10pm




FROM THE REC

Today, the Social Justice group from our school delivered the
hampers kindly donated by many families, to Mr Alan Wilson who is
a member of St Vincent de Paul. On Thursday evening, 28 families
will receive their Christmas hamper. Please accept my heartfelt
thanks for helping your children realise that they can make a
difference to others.

Leanne Ryan
REC

Congratulations to the children who received a Blue Awards Morning Tea in November

Kindergarten — Isobel C, Layla P, Maddison F, Jessica P, Indiana M, Hannah C, Jayden V, Emma M, Noah S, Indee B
Yr 1 —Jack L, Thomas C, Austin D, Kruze C, Ceanna H-T
Yr 2 - Harrison M, Ellie J

Yr 3 —Sophie Z

Yr 4 — Jazmyn M, Jack B, Jezebel Y, Joseph S, Evie R, Oliver B

Yr 5 —Jasmine R, Jayden S, Maya H, Lauren A, Michael B, Layla D, Chayse M

K6G — Anthony A

Congratulations to the children who received a Blue Awards Morning Tea in December

Kindergarten — Christian B, Jake M, Sahana C, Eliana G, Reuben S, Maddison F, Indianna B, Michael C, John M, Izabella P,
Emilia H, Oliver D, Angus R, Maeve C (
Yr 1 — Michael L, Alyssa S P2

Yr 3 — Emily S, Ariyah G, Olivia W

Yr 6 —Joshua J, Imogen C, Seanna S, Dylan B, Angelique P, Connor B, Savannah E

A few last items:

e A huge ‘thank you’ to the P&F who recently funded the upgrade to our hall sound system. Their generosity is
greatly appreciated!

e The gardens under the Year 3 and Year 4 stairs have recently had the beginnings of a make-over. Terry
(maintenance) will complete the makeover in January/February when he plants out both areas. At the same
time, he will commence a makeover of the citrus garden between Bourke Street and Year 6. We are very
fortunate to have Terry working at St Monica’s as he takes great pride in his work.

e The generosity of the St Monica’s community has enabled us to contribute 5273 to Rural Aid and 5280 to the
Country Women'’s Association (NSW) drought aid programs.

e Last week, the softfall surrounding the play equipment was replaced and the cricket pitches had new
synthetic grass installed.

e In September, | applied for a grant under the Local Schools Community Fund to replace two sections of the
play equipment. On Friday, | was informed by Susan Templeman (Federal Member for Macquarie) that the
application was successful. Replacement of the two sections will commence in 2020. | take this opportunity to
thank Ms Templeman for supporting our grant application and for her ongoing interest in St Monica’s School.

And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Be
not afraid; for behold, | bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to
God in the highest,and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased!” (Luke 2: 8-14)



Yrs 1 -6 CLASS REQUIREMENTS

Below are the items that we require you to purchase for your child’s own use at school. You will note that pencils
and pens have been left off the list. These items will be provided by the school initially and when stocks become
depleted, the children will be advised when to provide their own.

Year One

Year Two

1large box of tissues

4 large glue sticks

1 small pencil case

1 large packet All- Purpose Anti-
bacterial Wipes

Please restock the above items
each term.

* X ¥ %

*

1 set of small earphones/buds (not
large headphones) in a labelled snap
lock bag

1 paint shirt (labelled)
1 library bag (labelled)

Sharpeners, Erasers & Textas are NOT
required.

1large box of tissues
4 large glue sticks
pencil case
1 barrel pencil sharpener
1 eraser
1 small scissors
1 textas (12 pack)
1large packet All- Purpose Anti-
bacterial Wipes
4 post it notes pads (small)
Please restock the above items
each term.
1 set of small earphones/buds (not

large headphones)
1 paint shirt (labelled)

1 library bag (labelled)

1large box of tissues

4 large glue sticks

pencil case

1 barrel pencil sharpener
1eraser

1 small scissors

1 textas (12 pack)

6 HB lead pencils

1large packet All- Purpose Anti-
bacterial Wipes

4 post it notes pads (small)
Please restock the above items
each term.

1 set of small earphones/buds (not

* oKX X K X X XX

* *

large headphones)
1 paint shirt (labelled)

1 library bag (labelled)

Year Four

Year Five

Year Six

1large box of tissues

4 large glue sticks

1 small pencil case

1 barrel pencil sharpener

1eraser

1 small scissors

1 textas (12 pack)

4 post it notes pads (small)

1 large packet All- Purpose Anti-

bacterial Wipes

% Please restock the above items
each term.

1 set of small earphones/buds (not

¥ K X X K X X XX

large headphones)
1 paint shirt (labelled)

1 library bag (labelled)

1large box of tissues

4 large glue sticks

1 small pencil case

1 barrel pencil sharpener

1eraser

1 small scissors

1 textas (12 pack)

2 Highlighters

4 post it notes pads (small)

1 large packet All- Purpose Anti-

bacterial Wipes

% Please restock the above items
each term.

1 Kent Geometry Set

XXX XXX X X%

1 set of small earphones/buds (not

large headphones)
1 painting shirt (labelled)

1 library bag (labelled)

1large box of tissues

4 large glue sticks

1 small pencil case

1 barrel pencil sharpener

1eraser

1 small scissors

1 textas (12 pack)

2 Highlighters

4 post it notes pads

1 large packet All- Purpose Anti-

bacterial Wipes

% Please restock the above items
each term.

1 Kent Geometry Set

* KX X K XX X XX

1 set of small earphones/buds (not

large headphones)

1 painting shirt (labelled)
1 library bag (labelled)

1 Ruler (30cm)

(We recommend the Pocket
Macquarie Dictionary for students)

e |t is most important that each item has your child’s name on it so they can identify and care for their

property.

e NO liquid paper or correction tape is to be used in any bookwork.




FAREWELL.........couveon..

We came to Richmond in early December 2015 with our eyes bright and our
hearts filled with romantic anticipation. It was our first posting with the RAAF.
We had made the decision six years prior to pursue a defence career and
after all that study, it was time to get our feet wet and put on a uniform. It
was all about seeking the positive, embracing the adventure and well, when

in Rome ... do what the Hawkesbury people do.

As a mother you want your kids to be brave, hopeful and just themselves. So
our very first park play at Richmond Park seemed to seal the deal. After a
milkshake at the Ugly Mug, we decided that it was going to be great here in
Richmond. After all, having an amazing grass playground at St Monica’s after
‘bouncy cement’ in Willoughby was a fabulous start. Not only were the surroundings beautiful with the mountains lining the old
streets, we were also unaware in those first few weeks, how much we would be welcomed and cared for by this community.

We scouted, we swam, we did some karate parties, we kayaked in the river, we netballed, we pioneered at the village, we
prayed and sang at church, we soccered, we cricketed a few wickets, we trampolined and tumbled, we received academic
awards, we danced and we ran the pants off at athletics. We also went to most of the defence events, | learnt a new language in
defence acronyms, how to ‘pass the port’ at dining in nights and the kids felt right at home in the Officer’s mess every fortnight
at pay night raffle.

Overall, it has been the relationships in all that activity that has made it wonderful. The kind offers of carpooling, the sharing in
volunteering, the understanding smiles in the cola, the listening ears, the welcoming coffees, the BBQs, the dress ups and
laughs, the discos, talent shows and award assemblies, and the way we parents are there for each other. It truly is a Christian
community without blowing its own trumpet. Yes, there are always issues and hiccups but | can say that happens anywhere, its
the way people rise above it that makes the difference and how we stick together that counts. Our faith is in our actions and
where necessary, we use kind words of encouragement.

We are very blessed to have been part of such a vibrant and genuine community and these days | can’t walk past in the street or
at the marketplace without saying hello to someone | know and actually be happy to sit and have coffee on the spur of the
moment. Most of all, it surprised me how much we were accepted and not put aside ‘as defence people’ as it would be easier to
just let us come and go and asume we will be gone in a few years without really caring. But this has not been our experience and
we will miss everyone so much but also look forward to those times when we visit to share all your news. You are truly there to
support serving members in the present day and we will hold our first posting very dear to our hearts. My prayer for you is that
you keep letting your light shine and walk with the Spirit in everything you do.

Thank you, most sincerely, from all of us.

Anne Maree Higgins

CANTEEN NEWS FOR WEDNESDAY

Could you please give a second option for lunch orders this Wednesday as it is the end of term and some items are running low.
We have the following items in stock:

~spinach & cheese rolls

~hot dogs

~chicken burgers .\Sx((‘
~cheese burgers

~beef burgers

~chicken wraps

~Small pies (\ea
~mamee chicken noodles

~nuggets @'\5
~healthy, fresh ingredients for sandwiches or salads

Please don’t forget to put a second option.

Thank you
Michelle



Congratulations to our Award Recipients for 2019 R3
ST MONICAS AWARD 2019 ST MARY OF THE CROSS Michael Bugeja
KB ]ayden Vella MacKILLOP Award
T — KB Layla Pisani Aaron Camilleri
KW Jessica Pisani
KW Amelie Duval - -
1B Mackenzie Refalo Aiden Cauchi
1B Jade Owens -
1w Chad Hopper Lincoln Duncan
1W | Ceanna Heine-Thompson
2B Addison Munro Zoe Hodder
: 2B Hayley Chadevski
3B Lachlan Esposito Felicity Rogers Chayse Matthews
3W | Desmond Higgins 3B Dylan Refalo
Bryton Muscat
4B Leo Blefari 3w Alexandra Duncan
- ; James Pearson
AW Aiden Borg 4B Olivia Saliba
B Jesse Harvey 4W Aaron Hubbard Valentina Saliba
SW Zoe Hodder 5B Isaac Tarlington Isaac Tarlington
6B | Jasmine Rodziewicz SW Emma Merrick Anthony Vella
6B oshua Josevski
6W Isabella Nott J J Audrey Waddell
K6G Shae Neely 6W Sarah Higgins
Cody Jansen
K6G Tyrone Latu
Angelique Portelli
WORK HABITS AWARD .
KB _ _ Jalene Scicluna
Eliana Grima Aubrey Groth
KW Nicholas Medina Amelia Ornatowski Hayden Tangye
1B Richard Diego Zoe Larnach
1w Monique Saliba Jacinta Zahra READING RECOVERY
2B Monique Groth Matthew Refalo
Lily Collins Nicholas Suter Chad Hopper

3B | Charlotte Hodgson-Harvey | Zachary Wilkinson

Michael Lewis

3W Ariyah Grima Makayla Gauci
4B Joseph Saliba Charlee Render Elijah Nott
AW Nichols N ott Jack Brown Kruze Clark
5B . . }
Luciana Malek Aiden Cauchi Chelsea Fitton
5W Georgiana Zahra Therese Park
6B Braxton Matthews
Halle Thomas Ashton Hawkett
6W Emma Lawrence Samuel Kemble Halle Sherwood

Ko6G Travis Leslie Andreus Xerri




LEARNING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

EMU - UNDERSTANDING

KB Hannah Cahill Isla Lindop MATHEMATICAL THINKING
W Kruze Clark
Indee Blessing Emma Mulford
1B Chelsea Fitton
Jack Laws Luke Wilkinson
W Halle Sherwood
Sophie Bilbija Aurora Anderson
2B Tomas Brown Jake Young Andreus Xerri
Lily Rose Brown Valentina Diego
3B . .
Anika Chadevski Anthony Apostolatos ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD
3W KB . :
Aaliyah Borg Tyler Hawkett William Cleary Indiana Morgan
KW
4B Lucas Reimer Harry Duval Maeve Collins Gracie Bugeja
4W . o 1B
Oliver Balmforth Peter Higgins Heath Barglik Bianca Tischler
5B , Lo 1W
Thomas Lewis Charlotte Rodziewicz Alyssa Seymour Andreus Xerri
W Imogen Fleming Charlotte Cauchi 2B | Lucas Ornatowski Ellie Lindop
B Miley Mulley Flynn Farrugia
' - ' 3B
Mia Shannon-Brown Seanna Saliba Jordan Semaan Rohan Swamy
oW Zachary Cauchi Maya Hoffmann 3w _
Jacob Carroll Ace Sciberras
K6G ,
Amelia Hennessy 4B
Leo Blefari Marcus Gelevski
i 4W
Reading Tutors Max Larrea-Punzo | Isabella Bugeja
S T Fenosit Stage 3 Reading =5
avannah Esposito Annabelle Mulley Layla Donnelly Lawson Doyle
Mia Garrick-Popata 5W
P Stavros Apostolatos Anthony Vella Cailan Wright
Corey Herben .y 6B
Lauren Philips Nevaeh McDonagh | William Purday
Samuel Kemble Emma Merrick 6W _
Dylan Bugeja Lauren Attard
Nelson McKinley Georgiana Zahra K6G

Charlee Pace Alvin Kuriakose

Anthony Attard

Hamish Jensen

Neeve Robinson Jayanna Andary

Seanna Saliba

Alex Zaghoul

Mia Shannon Brown

Mia Garrick-Popata

Dylan Smith

Kasy Saliba




m Book School Interviews Online

12th December, 2019.

Dear Parents,
The Mathematics Assessment Interviews will be administered to Years 1-6

e Tuesday 28th January 2020
e Wednesday 29th January 2020

Please book a time that is suitable.

NOTE - book a time for the grade your child will be in for 2020

You can now book interviews at times that suit your family best.

Go to hyperlink http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au and follow these simple
instructions.

Goto
School event code : www.schoolinterviews.com.au

Enter THIS school event code.

k p Suv Then follow the 3 simple steps.

im=

Enter your details Choose teachers


http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/

Brynorms Uniform Shop - Richmond
will be CLOSED for Holiday Period

Brynorm's Uniforms would like to inform you that they will be closing for annual holidays from Saturday 21st December
2019 to Wednesday 1st January 2020 (inclusive). Brynorms will re-open on Thursday 2nd January 2020.

&= ==  Bede Polding College
W Year 7 2021

Key Enrolment Dates

¢ Enrolment Applications for Year 7 2021 will be available from the
College Office or online from Monday 2 December 2019

* Completed Enrolment Applications are to be submitted to the College no
later than Friday 6 March 2020

e The College Open Day will be held on Tuesday 18 February 2020, 3-6pm

e Year 7 2021 Enrolment Interviews will be held on Wednesday 18 March
2020 and Wednesday 25 March 2020 in the College Library

¢ Letters of acceptance will be emailed to families by Friday 17 April 2020.

A

Families are reminded that every new
student to the College is required to follow
our enrolment procedures, even if siblings
have previously attended the College.
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10 Tips for Surviving School Holidays

While school holidays are a welcome break from the busyness of school routines, there is never a break from
parenting. The following tips will help you have fun and connect with your kids so you make the most of the
school holidays:

1. Plan
e Get your kids involved in making a list of activities that they would like to do
e Plan for good and bad weather

Schedule down time and time out as well as time for one-on-one and family group activities

N

. The best things in life are free

Make sure the list includes plenty of free activities such as picnics, bike rides, trips to the beach, the local
library and the great outdoors

3. Boredom is good
Unstructured time and time away from electronic devices is good for young minds

4. Use opportunities to teach new skills and self reliance

e Not having the pressure to rush out the door in the morning can allow for kids to develop new skills such as
getting their own breakfast and lunch, taking the dog for a walk or going to the shops by themselves

n Parent Line NSW
¥ 1300 1300 52

facebook.com/parentlinenewsouthwales Parentline.org.au



PLINe001

5. Ask for help

Don’t be afraid to ask for help to share the load. For example, asking friends or family to help care for
children or to provide assistance in other ways

6. Accept that things may not always go to plan

Even the best made plans may need to be discarded at the last minute due to unforeseen events such
as illness or accidents. Whilst stressful, these unforeseen events often teach us and our kids valuable life
lessons and may even become the source of family bonding or stories down the track

N

. Don’t forget self-care

Look after yourself and take time out to relax, even if it's half an hour whilst you have a cuppa and read a
book. Remember, happy and relaxed parents make for happy children

o0

. Support and company

Having a support system can be crucial to any parent. It also gives parents the opportunity to interact with
other parents whilst giving the kids a bit of play time

©

. Consider your child’s mental health and wellbeing

¢ Whilst it may be a family tradition to go on an annual family holiday or attend a family dinner, maybe your
teenager is too depressed or your child with ADHD will be labelled by judgemental relatives. Consider if it's
really worth maintaining the tradition when it may be at the cost of mental health and wellbeing

10. Holiday connections help us the rest of the year

e School holidays provide unique opportunities to connect with, listen to and get to know your kids. Use the
time to spend one-on-one time with each family member

e Parent Line can also provide over the phone support throughout the holiday period if you need some

extra help. Our counsellors are here for you seven days a week, 9am to 9pm weekdays and 4pm to 9pm
weekends (closed public holidays).

n Parent Line NSW
¥ 1300 1300 52

facebook.com/parentlinenewsouthwales Parentline.org.au



‘ St Monica’s Fete Committee 2019 B i,

oy S . .
L stmonicasfete(@gmail.com

Thank You to our Major Sponsors

STARR PARTNERS

WINDSOR and
a [ n e [S NTH RICHMOND
M: 0488 717 184

D: 02 4587 7577 (Windsor)

Gold Sponsor

Got rubbish? FLEETMASTER
Got junk? AUTOMOTIVE

MECHANICAL REPAIRS & SERVICING BY MICHAEL BROWN

i ’ 45 789 159
Tl M.s sx" "“s Cnr Bosworth & Windsor Streets, Richmond NSW 2753

Ph\°“3 “7 3173 I cll'.nicnaly& T icnO(:l, Service S;lmmnlccﬂ |

www.timsskipbins.com.au
3 follow us @ tims skip bins

Get a skip bin from Tim :
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Bronze Sponsor

Member
onfident o
_AUSTRALIAN
Onveyancl ng NSW DIVISION LTD
i1
All correspondence:
PO Box 832 Margaret Leabeater
Richmond NSW 2753 Licensed Conveyancer, JP
Lic No 1011091
1878 Windsor Street

Richmond NSW 2753
Ph: (02) 4578 2277
Fax: (02) 4578 2288

Peta Tinker
Conveyancing Paralegal, JP

The Bloom Koo

WEDDINGS, EVENTS & FLORAL DESIGNS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S
SUMMER READING CHALLENGE

i a

GOOGLE

Read as many books as you can, tell
us why you love them, and you could
win one of two Google Chromebooks
or one of thirty gift vouchers valued
at $30. A

-
The more books you read, the more
chances you have to win.

Enter online
www.parra.catholic.edu.au

Competition opens
on 2 December 2019 and
closes at 5pm on 2 February 2020

Terms and conditions apply.

PROUCLY SLPPORTED BY

*/’ Teachers
sz Mutual Bank

We pul you first

O@CatholicEdPana ocatholicedparra mp-momeic /

K nope filed For The Future
st

Celebrating The P2 —

ST DOMINIC’S COLLEGE

Celebrating 60 Years of
Quality Education

For enrolment information, please phone

47311933




