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NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents and Caregivers,
A warm welcome back to school. We hope you enjoyed a restful break from school
routines and were able to connect with family and friends during the holidays.
It is wonderful to see the school filled with smiling faces and to hear the excited
chatter as we come together for a great year of learning ahead.
The classrooms have been abuzz with conversations. Since
returning we have conducted our Maths assessment
Interviews (MAI’s), began lessons in our new stage
groups and we have welcomed our youngest members Kindergarten to school. This is an important milestone for these children and their
buddies were on hand to ensure that the first day ran smoothly.
Today our Stage 2 and 3 students are off to our
swimming carnival (look out for all the results in
the next newsletter) and tomorrow our stage 3
students begin their band program. As a
community of learners we are off to a great start.
As you know, COVID-19 still influences our daily
lives and we respond to directions provided by the
Department of Health NSW as well as the Catholic Education Department
Parramatta (CEDP). At this time site access to parents remains limited. We
appreciate your cooperation with procedures and look forward to being able to once
again open up the school to the wider community when conditions allow.
As always, we will continue to keep you informed of any changes.
May I also take this opportunity again to remind you that if at any time you need any
assistance, have any questions or have any concerns regarding your children or any
aspect of the school, please do not hesitate to contact the school to make an
appointment to speak to a member of staff or myself. I am more than happy to
speak with you and if by chance I am unavailable at the time will do my best to
contact you as soon as possible.
Wishing you a wonderful fortnight ahead

Mrs Melissa Beggs
Principal
"The Lord looks for us where we are, he loves us as we are, and he patiently walks by
our side. With his word, he wants to change us, to invite us to live fuller lives and to
put out into the deep together with him."
Pope Francis@Pontifex

Happy Birthday to the children who celebrated their birthday in January and over
the next 2 weeks.
Braxton H – S1W
Nicholas S - S2W
Hope C - S2W
Jordan R – S2B

Heath B – S2W

Ace S – S3B

Nikoliai J – S1B

Ariana B – S1G

Jazz S – S3G

Michael C – S1W

Ethan M – ES1

Indiana M – S1W

Levi M – ES1

Andrew P – ES1

Harrison M – S2B

Levi H-T – S1G

Aria B – S1W

Alyssa A-C – S1B

Sabrina D – ES1

Cameron F – S3B

Sophie Z – S3G

Monique S – S2W

Mackenzie R – S2W

Natalie Z – S3G

Kruze C – S2W

Aneeksha B – ES1

Chelsea F – S2W

Maddison C – S1G

Isobel C – S1B

Les H – ES1

Jacob G – ES1

Olivia S – S3B

Lucas N – ES1

Georgia Z – S1W

Lachlan Y – S2B

Canteen
Wednesday
February 3

Janina Zahra
Hot Dog Day Kindy & Stage 1

Friday
February 5
Monday
February 8
Wednesday
February 10

Jeanette Rogers &
Melissa Panich
Josephine Dahdah

Friday
February 12
Monday
February 15
Wednesday
February 17

Thank you to the following parents who will be working in
the canteen this week. We appreciate the time and effort
you give to our students. If you are unable to attend your
rostered day, please contact Michelle via the school
office on 4570 3700.

Natasha Josevski &
Mariana Gelevski
Hot Dog Day Stage 2 & 3
Volunteer Needed Please
Bev Owens &
Jenny Hopper
Kerrile Campbell
Thank you

☺

HOT DOG DAY
Kindergarten & Stage 1
WEDNESDAY 3rd February
Stage 2 & 3
WEDNESDAY 10TH February

$3.50

STAGE TEACHERS 2021
Early Stage 1
Leanne Duval
Lauren Sultana
Ainsley McNichol
Vanessa Muscat Teachers Aid
Stage 1
Teresa Valenti
Carmen Brugman
Danielle Egan
Sue Pols
Reading Recovery and Leader of Diversity Learning
– Ainsley McNichol / Nicole Smith

Stage 2
Allyson Reimer
Pauline Kojic
Helen Harper (Mon-Thurs)
Reg Bryan
Stage 3
Mark Feneley (Mon-Thurs)
Judy Gray
Josie Malvagna
Leanne Ryan
Sally Shadlow (Tues-Fri)
EMU – Carmen Brugman (Stage 1)

School Attendance
School attendance plays a critical role in enhancing the lives of students in schools.
Every day of attendance adds to a student's academic achievement and success at
school.
Schools in partnership with parents/carers are responsible
for promoting the regular attendance of students. While parents/carers are legally
responsible for the regular attendance of their children a shared approach to school
attendance between students, parents/carers, schools, system learning and CEDP will
maximise the opportunity for every learner every day.
In keeping with legislative and CEDP / school policies and procedures attendance rates for all
students will continue to be closely monitored at St Monica’s.
The target level for all schools in the Parramatta Diocese is above 90% attendance rate.

SCHOOL CAPTAINS 2021
Congratulations to our Captains and Sport Captains for 2021.The Captains will officially receive their badges at
our opening school mass in Week 4.
Captains
▪ Olivia Saliba
▪ Oliver Balmforth
▪ Caitlin Hopper
▪ Marcus Gelevski
Sports Captains
• Red House: Maddison Bonadio and Ben McMurray
• Blue House: Matilda Berry and Lucas Reimer
• Green House: Jezebel Yuletian and Harry Duval
• Gold House: Evie Ross and Brayden Josevski

Sports Days Term 1 2021

Library Days Term 1 2021

Kindergarten

Tuesday and Wednesday

Kindergarten

Thursday

Stage 1
(Years 1 and 2)

Wednesday and Friday

Stage 1
(Years 1 and 2)

Wednesday

Stage 2
(Years 3 and 4)

Tuesday and Thursday

Stage 2
(Years 3 and 4)

Friday

Stage 3
(Years 5 and 6)

Tuesday and Friday

Stage 3
(Years 5 and 6)

Tuesday

Richmond Marketplace Operation Backpack
Richmond Marketplace and the St Vincent de Paul Society team up each
year to ensure families experiencing financial hardship get all the back to
school necessities through Operation Backpack.
Thank you to the parents and friends who supported this event during the
school holidays.
In addition to this worthy cause community members were also encouraged
to nominate their school for a chance to receive a donation for their school.
I am pleased to announce that we received the third highest vote count and
as a result will receive $500.
A welcome assistance for our school. This money will go towards our new band program starting this week for our Stage
3 students.

Congratulations Heath
Last year we advertised in our newsletter about a competition being held by
our State Member of Parliament Robyn Preston to design her Christmas cards
for 2020.
I am very pleased to announce that Heath Barglik received a Highly
Commended Award in this competition and had his artwork included within
the card. He also received a framed edition of the card to keep.
Heath is the first winner of this competition from St Monica’s.
Congratulations Heath from all of us at St Monica’s and we hope to see more
of your artwork in the years ahead!

St Monica’s Cashless 2021
From the beginning of the 2021 School year St Monica’s will no longer be accepting cash as a form of payment, with the
only exception being students purchasing snacks from the Canteen. This is in line with changes for all schools in the
Parramatta Diocese.
Lunch orders - must be paid for using QKR app (instructions attached). Around 75% of our families are already ordering
this way so for the New families and others who have not yet had the chance to order this way please jump onboard.
No more looking for lunch bags or searching for cash so you can place an order!
Hats and School/Library Bags from the school office - These can also be purchased using the QKR app or if needed call
the school office on 4570-3700 and we will take your payment over the phone and send the item home with your child.
School Fees - can be paid using the methods shown on the bottom of your fee statement via BPAY, BPOINT etc. We can
also take your Credit/Debit card payment over the phone or at the school office.
If you have any questions at all, please contact me @ cbolton@parra.catholic.edu.au

School Banking is a great way to practice regular savings.
Remember, Monday is School Banking day and students can bring in
their weekly deposit.
Saving regularly is an important habit to get into, whether you're saving a little
or a lot. Remember, there is no minimum deposit with School Banking, you can
send as little as 5c per week in, saving regularly is what is important.
For every deposit made at school, students will receive a Dollarmites token. Once students have
individually collected 10 tokens they can redeem them for an exclusive School Banking reward item in
recognition of their regular savings habits.
School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives a Regular Savers Contribution
of $5 for every 10 deposits processed per student as well as an Annual Contribution which is based on the
number of students who made at least one School Banking deposit in the prior year.
If your child has lost their book, please contact your School Banking Co-ordinator for a replacement or visit
any Commonwealth Bank branch.

Thank you for supporting the School Banking program at St Monica’s Primary.
If you would like to know more about School Banking, please visit
www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking

Safer Internet Day - 9 February 2021
eSafety Webinars for Parents/Carers
An invitation from the Catholic Education Office Parramatta.
At Catholic Education Diocese Parramatta (CEDP) we see parents and carers as partners in your child's
learning journey. In partnership with the eSafety Commissioner, CEDP would like to invite you to join the
following free webinar for parents and carers:
eSafety’s parent guide to cyberbullying and online drama
• Tuesday 9 February 7.30 to 8.30 pm
• Wednesday 10 February 12.30 to 1.30 pm
• Wednesday 10 February 7.30 to 8.30 pm
• Monday 15 February 12.30 to 1.30 pm
• Monday 22 March 12.30 to 1.30 pm
This live webinar will include case studies, research and targeted advice so you can support the young
people in your life to have safe, enjoyable online experiences. All sessions are delivered by the eSafety
Commission’s expert educators.
About the webinar
The session will cover topics including:
• starting conversations with your child about their online friendships and positive ways to deal with
changing relationships
• understanding the rights, laws and community expectations that govern social media use
• where to seek help if your child is involved in a cyberbullying incident.
What you need to do
Please register for the course via the eSafety Commisions website via the following link:
• February 2020 - March 2020 sessions - link to register or via
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars
If you have any further enquiries please email safeguarding@parra.catholic.edu.au

Parking in your street and School zones – Looking after your safety as a driver and pedestrian.

